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I do not recall a road extension to the north and south. It
appears this development will have a new project in each
direction. They will line the road just like what has been
done on the east side of Alton Darby.

They claim credit for the green space across the street in
Brown Township. They state it will be donated/deeded to
Hilliard for recreation (soccer fields.)

They have added empty nester housing (1500 sq. ft.).

The density with credits is 1.5 units per acre. The
Accord recommends 1.0 per acre with no more than
10% credits. The size of the houses presented on page
12 of the application indicates this is no Heritage Lakes
development. I have not checked their math on density.
My calculations for the previous design were closer to
2.0 without credits. It appears the density has not been
reduced between the two designs.

In my opinion this development does not meet the
guidelines presented in the Accord for a required
Conservation Development. Regardless of how they dress
it up, there are still streets with rows of houses, where
the green space is not integrated into the neighborhood.
According to the Accord, this is the type of development
that is to be avoided.
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Meadows Review
Process: A Look Back

Development proposals in the City
of Hilliard and the other jurisdictions
(Brown Township, Prairie Township,
City of Columbus, etc.) that have
adopted the Big Darby Accord Water-
shed Master Plan are required to go
before the Big Darby Accord Advisory
Panel for review and recommenda-
tion. It is the Panel’s responsibility
to review development proposals for
consistency with the Accord’s provi-
sions. The recommendation of the
Panel is forwarded to the appropriate
jurisdiction for consideration during
that jurisdiction’s development review
process.

An earlier version of the Tarlton
Meadows development proposal was
reviewed by the Big Darby Accord
Advisory Panel on May 12, 2015. The
Panel unanimously recommended dis-
approval of the proposed development

finding that:

o The development is not a conservation
development design.

o Insufficient information was present-
ed to determine if a sufficient wetland
buffer is provided in accordance with
guidance found on page 5-5 of the
Watershed Master Plan.

o Density is too high.

« Open space does not meet the 75%
contiguity standard for a conservation
development.

Both Brown Township and Prairie
Township provided the Panel with
commentary objecting to various as-
pects of the proposal.

That plan proposed 238 single-fam-
ily homes with about 95 acres of open
space with a density calculated at 1.49
units per acre.

An annexation petition for a por-
tion of this property was approved by

the Franklin County Commission-
ers at a hearing on August 11, 2015.
Commissioner Paula Brooks urged
Hilliard and the developer to bring
any revised development proposal
back to the Panel for another review.
Subsequently, the City of Columbus,
Brown Township, and Prairie Town-
ship sent letters to the City of Hilliard
requesting such a re-hearing. Hilliard
has not responded to those requests.
The Big Darby Accord Advisory Panel
also recently sent letters to the Hilliard
Planning & Zoning Commission and
Hilliard City Council requesting that
the revised proposal be considered by
the Panel before the City of Hilliard’s
review process takes place.

The proposal is now scheduled for
hearing on February 11 by the City
of Hilliard Planning & Zoning Com-
mission.



